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The Vikings Are Coming! 
By Lady Lucrezia Spinelli 

A Viking ship has been seen off the 
coast of Nova Scotia and reportedly 
headed towards the Shire of Blak 
Rose.  On May 8, 2010, the ship will 
hit the banks of Harrisburg, PA via 
the Susquehanna River, and make 
way for Vinland Games at the H.M. 
Levitz Memorial Park in Grantville, 
PA.  The event will explore all 
things related to the Viking era.  A replica Viking 
ship is tentatively scheduled to arrive from Connecti-
cut with a demo by professional historical re-
enactors.  Many activities and a grand Viking feast 
are being planned by Autocrat, Friderich Swartzwal-
der and the co-Autocrat, Lord Aidan the Hostile.   

The Vikings plan to battle the fighters of Blak Rose 
and their friends in a Viking Holmgang style Tourna-
ment.  First blood is the name of the game.  Any 
good hit will be counted as a kill with each fighter 
getting 3 kills per round.  The winner of the tourna-
ment will receive two seats at Odin’s Table during 
the feast.   

Calling all Archers! We have a fantastic archery tour-
nament being planned by our Archery Marshal, Lady 
Alana O’Keeve.  The tournament will feature a 
“Woods Walk” with Viking themed targets made by 
a local Girl Scout Troop.  In addition to archery, the 
Vikings will be challenging the Shire to a Hnefatafl 
Tournament directed by the Shire Games Master, 
Eleazar ha-Levi.  Do not miss your chance to beat a 
Viking! 

Classes are being offered on a variety of primarily 
Viking related subjects.  A few of the classes tenta-
tively planned are:  Viking Diet & Nutrition, Begin-
ning Lucet, Glass bead making, Kubb, and several 
others.  Check out the shire webpage for updates at 
www.blakrose.org/Vinlandgames.html .   
Contact Lord Aidan the Hostile at  
aidan@yeoldemeadhovel.org  with questions or if 
interested in teaching a class.  Also, a Viking A&S 

display will be presented by various 
members of the Shire.   
 

Youth activities are being planned 
by our Chancellor Minor, Lady 
Gwenfrewy Llangynog. 

Merchants wishing to sell their 
wares are most welcome!  Merchant 
space will be outdoors.  Please pro-

vide your own shelter.  Contact the Autocrat, 
Friderich Swartzwalder at jebubb@verizon.net  for 
more info. 

Our Music Mistress, Senora Sol la Cantor has put 
together an Instrumental Music Group consisting of 
members in Blak Rose, Silver Rylle, and Owlsherst, 
whom will perform a selection of period music at the 
event.  The selections are pieces from several differ-
ent origins, such as English, German, French, Danish, 
and Polish.  If you have never heard this group per-
form before, then you are in for a delightful treat.   

As a fundraiser for the Shire, several auctions will be 
held during the event.  Several Shire members will 
donate items to be placed in a Silent Auction.  An-
other auction will be held for a chance to bid on 8 
seats at Odin’s Table (head table).  Two extra seats 
will be reserved for the winner of the fighting tourna-
ment.  In order to bid on these seats, folks must be on 
board for feast.  Pay a little extra at the auction to be 
honored at Odin’s Table with a special meal and 
tokens.   

A grand Viking feast is being prepared by our fine 
cook, Keterlyn der Wilde.  The feast is limited to 50 
with reservations recommended.  Please contact 
Keterlyn at ljbubb@verizon.net with questions or 
dietary restrictions.   

The day board/feast menus and event info are located 
on page 7.     

Continued on page 7 
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Chronicler’s Notes 
Greeting unto the Populace of Blak Rose! 

WELCOME SPRING!   

I love seeing all of the flowers and trees coming alive 
once again.  What a beautiful season!  It’s such a great 

way to celebrate the spring issue of our newsletter, The Thorn.   

This issue features a fantastic article written by yours truly on our up-
coming May event, Vinland Games.  It highlights the exciting activities 
planned for the event.  The menu for day board and feast can be found 
on page 7 along with registration and contact info.  Don’t forgot to mark 
this event on your calendars.   

Also, in this issue you will find that the “Dear Castellan” column is 
back.  If you want this column to continue, your questions are needed.  
Any question will be accepted, no matter how silly or dumb.  Send ques-
tions to me via email (contact info on page 12).   

I also have a new column entitled, “In the Spotlight”.   In each issue, the 
column will feature a Persona story on a member of the Shire of Blak 
Rose.  If you would like to be featured in the column, please send me 
your story and a photo (if you wish).  I look forward to getting to know 
you!   

Have you been wanting to take a trip to New York City and visit the 
multitude of museums available.  On May 15th, the Shire of Montevale 
is taking a bus trip to NYC and has invited the surrounding shires, King-
doms, and the public.  Montevale needs the bus filled by April 30th or 

else the trip will be cancelled.  The info on this trip can be found on page 
8.  Enjoy your trip!   

Since Pennsic is just 5 months away, you  may want to read the article 
“Diary of a Novice Land Agent” by Lord Alistair the Tall on pages 10-
11. This is a great article to read if you are a Land Agent for the first 
time or thinking about starting your own camp.   This item is a two part 
article.  The first part was published in the  March 2009 issue of The 
Thorn.  You can find this issue archived on the shire website 
www.blakrose.org or in the Blak Rose Yahoo! Group mailing list file 
folder section. 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Spring issue of the newslet-
ter.  Without you, this wouldn’t have been possible.  Your time and ef-
fort is appreciated.  Vivant!   

This Summer 2010 issue will be published in early July.  The Submis-
sions deadline is June 23rd.  This issue will be focused on Vikings, in 
particular, the Vinland Games event.  I hope to have a review article on 
the event, the recipes from day board and feast, photos from the day, and 
any other Viking related material.  Any submissions on Viking or other 
topics are welcomed and appreciated.   

I look forward to seeing everyone at Vinland Games!   

Yours in Service, 

Lady Lucrezia Spinelli 

2010 Newsletter Schedule 
June 23 - Submission Deadline for Summer issue 

July 2* - Deadline for Summer issue 

 

October 1*- Submission Deadline for Fall issue 

October 10* - Deadline for Fall issue 
 

*Tentative date; Subject to change 
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April 
2     Spring 2010 Newsletter Deadline 
7 Shire Business meeting, 6-9pm, Linglestown Giant  
7      WCN*, 6-9pm, Rosie’s home in Etters 
11 Instrumental Group practice, 3pm, Linglestown Giant 

(contact Sol at la_cantor@hotmail.com) 
14 WCN*, 6-9pm, Angus & Brangwayna’s home, Lancaster 
18 Instrumental Group practice, 3pm,Linglestown Giant 

(contact Sol at la_cantor@hotmail.com) 
23-25  Southern Region Spring War Practice, Shire of 
           Owlsherst 
28 WCN* - Temari Embroidery, 6-9pm, Apollonia Voss 

(contact:  apolloniavoss@gmail.com) 
May 
1 Shire Business Meeting TBA (check shire website for updates         

www.blakrose.org) 
2 Instrumental Group practice, 3pm, Linglestown Giant 

(contact Sol at la_cantor@hotmail.com) 
5 WCN*, Rosie’s home in Etters 
8 SHIRE EVENT:  Vinland Games (Info on pages 1 & 7) 
12    WCN*, 6-9pm, Angus & Brangwayna’s home, Lancaster 
15    NYC Museum bus trip; Shire of Montevale (Info on pg. 8) 
23 Owlsherst Book Discussion, 3-6pm, Lady Fabrisse’s home 
26 WCN*, 6-9pm, Apollonia Voss home (contact:  apol-

loniavoss@gmail.com) 
 

June 
2     WCN*, 6-9pm, Rosie’s home in Etters 
5 Shire Business meeting TBA (updates www.blakrose.org) 
9     WCN*, 6-9pm, Angus & Brangwayna’s home, Lancaster 
20 Intershire Picnic TBA 
23 Submissions Deadline:  The Thorn 
23   WCN*, 6-9pm, Apollonia Voss home (contact:  apol-
loniavoss@gmail.com) 
 
July 
2 The Thorn Newsletter Deadline 
3 Shire Business meeting TBA (check shire website for up-

dates www.blakrose.org) 
 
 WCN (Wednesday Craft Night) is hosted by various 

members of Silver Rylle and Owlsherst.  Contact the 
Chronicler, Lady Lucrezia, for more info 

 
        Dates in Bold print refer to Blak Rose specific events. 

 Blak Rose Calendar  

 April through July  

Attention BlAk Rose !!! 

The “Dear Castellan” 

Column is back (check out page 9) , but still needs 
your help.   

 

Aidan and Orrin need Questions to answer for their column.  
Questions needed should pertain to the newcomer and what one 
should/might need to know.  If you are a newcomer then ques-

tions should be aplenty and must be inquired upon at once.   

 

Send any questions to the  

Chronicler via email at 

chronicler@ 

blakrose.eastkingdom.org 



Directions to Shire Business Meeting   

Giant  Comm unity  Ro om,  23 00  Ling le stown Road ,  Ha rris burg ,  PA  171 10  
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Points on the West Shore:  
Take your best route to I-81 North. Take Exit 67A for US-22E toward 
PA-230/Hbg/Cameron St.  Keep Left at fork; follow signs for US-22W/
US-322W/Lewistown/State College and merge onto US-22W/US-322W. 
Take PA-39/Linglestown exit toward Rockville.  Turn Right at Lingles-
town Rd./PA-39E. Turn Right at Linglestown Rd. The Giant will on the 
left. 

Points on the East Shore*: 
Take best route to I-81 South.  Take exit 67B to merge onto US-22W/US
-322W toward Lewistown /State College.  Take PA-39/Linglestown exit 
toward Rockville.  Turn Right at Linglestown Rd/PA-39E.  The Giant 
will be on the left.   

Meeting Info: 
The meeting takes place in the Giant Community Room, which is lo-
cated upstairs from the food court area.  Follow the stairway or elevator  
to the 2nd floor and stop at the desk to ask which room the meeting is in.   

Rules to follow:   

The Giant does not allow outside food to be brought in.  There is 
a stocked refrigerator in the room, which has a cost per drink.  
Good News! You are allowed to buy food downstairs in the store 
and bring it up to the room.   

*Those living in Downtown Harrisburg or nearby should find your best 
route to Linglestown Rd/PA-39E then drive to find the Giant.   
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Shire Business & Announcements 

Announcements 

 Happy Birthday Blak Rose!  In this Year of our Lord 

2010, we are celebrating our 25th birthday as the Incipient 
Shire of Blak Rose.  History:  In 1985, the Shire of Blak Rose 
was formed and began its incipiency.  Our first Seneschal was 
Baron Robert de la Tor. In 1987, TRM removed this title and 
we finally became a full fledge Shire. 

  Blak Rose Spring Event:  Vinland Games will be held on May 
8, 2010 at H.M. Levitz Memorial Park in Grantville, PA.  The 
Autocrat is Friderich Swartzwalder and Head cook is Keterlyn 
der Wilde.  Info on pages 1 & 7 and on the web at 
www.blakrose.org.  

General Business 

 Our Web Minister, Lord Aidan the Hostile, has created a Bul-
letin Board/Forum for the Shire.  It can be accessed from the 
shire webpage at www.blakrose.org.   

 FUNDRAISER Ideas for 2010: 

 May Event:  Silent auction on various items and 
Head Table seating. 

 Chocolate bars with customized 25th Birthday wrap-
pers 

 Car wash in spring or summer 

 Please send your ideas to our Seneschal, Magdalena. 

 

 

 

 

Arts & Sciences 

 Instrumental Music practices are being led by Señora Sol la Can-
tor.  A schedule of practices has been developed, which can been 
found on the  Blak Rose Calendar (on page 2).  The group plans 
to practice music for our May event.  The group is discussing 
Name possibilities for which to identify itself.   

 Beginning Garb sewing sessions are being planned by Tuath-
flaith.  The plan is to create Viking garb for the upcoming event.  
Time has been set aside for Thursday nights.  No dates have been 
scheduled at this time. 

 Demos:  Our Chatelain, Lord Aidan, hopes to run several demos 
this year.  We may even join up with Silver Rylle.  Check out the 
website and forum for more info and updates. 

 Shire Inventory/Library:  It is our goal to make a list of Shire 
owned books as well as Kitchen and A&S related property.  Shire 
property is currently in the homes of several shire members.  We 
need to consolidate this property in one location if possible.  If 
you have any Shire property in your possession, please contact 
the Chronicler, Lady Lucrezia (contact info on last page). 

 

SCA/East Kingdom Announcements 

 The Coronation of Edward and Marguerite will be held on April 10, 2010 in Bergental. 

 

 

 HRH, Princess Marguerite is seeking gentles to make Queen Favors.  The design and info can be found at http://arbradley.net/megfavor.pdf .  
Contact the Highness’ Favor Coordinator, Lady Constance de St. Denis, at arbradley@gmail.com for more info.  



April 

2-4  Night on the Town - Kingdom of Atlantia (Annapolis, MD) 

10 *RP/HP* Coronation of Edward and Marguerite - Bergental (West Springfield, MA) 

17 Hana-Matasuri: A Celebration of Beauty - Eisental (New Ringgold, PA) 

17  SCA 2nd Quarter Board Meeting - Kingdom of Meridies (Savannah, GA) 

17  A Moose Tale Collegium & Tournament - Kingdom of Atlantia (Hagerstown, MD) 

22-25 Blackstone Raid XIX - Kingdom of AEthelmearc (Ripley, WV) 

23-25 *RP* Southern Region Spring War Practice - Owlsherst (York Haven, PA) 

24 Spring Thynge VII: The Taming of the Arrow - Caer Adamant (Middletown, DE) 

25 *RP* EK Royal University & Knights College - Anglespur (Troy, NY) 

May 

8 Vinland Games - Shire of  Blak Rose (Grantville, PA) 

28-31 The Quest for Wit & Wisdom - Settmour Swamp (Neshanic Station, NJ) 

 

June 
5 *RP* Icefalcon’s Ducal Challenge and Demo - Iron Bog (Moorestown, NJ) 

18-20  A Summer’s Day in the Country - Eisental (Lehighton, PA) 

 

July 

16-18  East Kingdom War Camp - Eisental (Lehighton, PA) 

31-8/15  *RP*  Pennsic XXXIX  

 

 Events of Interest  
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ARE YOU READY  

FOR WAR? 

It’s that time of year again.  Dust off 
your armor, air out your tent, save 

your pennies… 

PENNSIC WAR 39 

July 30 - August 15, 2010 
Be Ready! 

PENNSIC WAR 39 

Countdown 

122 Days 
18 Hours 
51 Mins 

50 Secs 
(As of 3-29-10 on www.pennsic.net) 
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Vinland Games continued from page 1 

Viking Feast Menu 
      Day board:  Green Soup, deviled eggs, flat breads, ham, meatballs, fruit, homemade soft cheese, and apple butter 

      Feast: 

 

Event webpage:  www.blakrose.org/Vinlandgames.html 

Site:  H.M. Levitz Memorial Park 

  28 Park Dr. 

  Grantville, PA 17028 

Event hours:  10am – 9pm 

Event Information: 

Odin’s Table 

First Course:  Salmon and fennel with ginger 

Second Course:  Roasted Pheasant and Armored tur-
nips 

Third Course:  Venison and Bacon & Mushroom 
Gratin 

Dessert:  Baked Strawberries with Skyr. 

Populace Menu 

First Course:  Grilled white fish with herb and butter; 
Honey Roasted Root Vegetables 

Second Course:  Cornish hens and Broad Beans 

Third Course:  Roast Pork with cabbage and leaks 

Dessert:  Honey cakes and skyr with fruit 

Autocrat:  Friderich Swartzwalder (Jim Bubb) 

    722 Hummel Ave. 

    Lemoyne, PA 17043 

    (717) 608-5615 

    jebubb@verizon.net 

Co-Autocrat: Lord Aidan the Hostile (Dave Aughinbaugh)                 
aidan@yeoldemeadhovel.org 

 

Other Contact Information: 

Head Cook:  Keterlyn der Wilde (N. Lynn Bubb) ljbubb@verizon.net 

 

For class info:  Lord Aidan the Hostile (Dave Aughinbaugh)                
aidan@yeoldemeadhovel.org 

Site fee: 

Adults 18+:  $10 

Youth 6-17: $8 

Under 5: Free 

$3 Non-member fee 

Feast: $10 

In order to bid on the Odin’s Table Auction, the bidder must be on  

board for feast. 

Send Reservations to: 

Alistair the Tall (Nathan Crowther) 

117 Lighthouse Drive 

Mechanicsburg PA 17050 

Make Checks payable to:  Shire of Blak Rose, SCA, Inc. 
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Our “ carriage ”  will depart Chambersburg, PA in the very early hours.  Make 

a minimum of one additional stop as we travel north ( probably in the Harris-

burg/Mechanicsburg area for pick up )  and travel on to New York City. 

The Tour will stop first at The Cloisters for a tour of the 12th Century rebuilt 

Spanish cloister with the beautiful tapestries and the AWESOME Medieval 

Herb Gardens.  After a few hours of visiting The Cloisters, we will again board 

our carriage for the trip into the heart of the city and spend the remainder of 

the day at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  There are several exhibits of spe-

cial interest to SCAdians on display there. 

Gentles and Ladies of Blak Rose! 
Join Friends of the  Shire of Montevale, as we visit The Cloisters and the Metropoli-

tan Museum of Art in New York City via a handicap accessible 50 passenger bus. 

When:  May 15, 2010 

Send Reservations with payment to Rós Máiri (mka Pamela Nelson) at 9578 
Forest Ridge Road, Shippensburg, PA 17257.  Please specify tickets required for 
all in your party as well as any handicap accessible requirements. Make checks 

payable to Pamela Nelson.  Deposit of 50% is due by March 15 with balance due 
by April 30.  Your payment is your confirmation of a space on the bus.  No re-

funds will be made after April 30 unless we are able to fill your space. 
For more information contact Rós Máiri of Montevale at psn3748@comcast.net or at 717-701-0403.  

Prices*: 
Adults—$70 

Seniors (over 65) - $65 
Children (under 17) - $60 

 
*Ticket price includes the Bus Fare and entrance fees to both The Cloisters and The Met.  

The only expense not included for the day would be food and shopping. 
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Museum Exhibitions 

Freer Gallery of Art  (Washington, D.C.)  www.asia.si.edu 

 

The Walters Art Museum (Maryland) www.thewalters.org 

Poetry and Prayer: Illuminated Manuscripts from the Islamic World 
(March 20 - June 13, 2010) 

 

Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York) www.metmuseum.org 

The Mourners: Medieval Tomb Sculptures from the Court of Burgundy 
(March 2 - May 23, 2010) 

Epic India:  Scenes from the Ramayana (March 31 - Sept. 19, 2010) 

Morgan Library & Museum (New York) www.themorgan.org 

Demons and Devotion: The Hours of Catherine of Cleves ( January 22 - 
May 2, 2010) 

Rome after Raphael (January 22 - May 9, 2010) 

Flemish Illumination in the Era of Catherine of Cleves (January 22 - 
May 2, 2010) 

Palladio and His Legacy: A Transatlantic Journey (April 2 - July 4, 
2010) 

 

Museum of Biblical Art (New York) www.mobia.org 

An Uneasy Communion: Jews, Christians, and the Altarpieces of Medie-
val Aragon (February 19 - May 30, 2010) 

 

 

Dear Castellan 
Q&A Column for SCAdians, New and Old 

By Lord Aidan the Hostile and Lord Orrin the Scop 

Q: What is Heraldry?  I see banners with cool designs on them.  How do I get one? - Lass with no class 
 

A: Heraldry is essentially a form of communication. It is a device that a person or group use to represent 
themselves.  It is easier to recognize someone on the battlefield by the image painted on their shield. Each 
device is unique and registered to that person or group. There are a lot of rules that proper heraldry follows so 
you should consult a Herald to help design yours.  This works better so that you don’t fall in love with a de-
sign that won’t work. Our Shire’s Herald, Lord Eleazar ha Levi, can help you.   

Yours in Service, 

Lord Aidan the Hostile 



Page 10 Volume 24, Issue 2 

 In the Spotlight 

It is the year 1530.  I am a Feldwebel (Sergeant 
Major) in a Landsknecht Fahnlein (company).  I 
was born in the city of Lahr, ruled by the Baden 
and Nassau-Saarbrucken families (Southwestern 
Germany).  I am the 5th of 8 children. My fam-
ily historically was involved in the silver trade.  
The silver mines in the area started drying up a 
couple generations ago, so my family has 
evolved into general merchants. 
  When I was old enough, my father sent me to 
the university in the imperial city of Freiburg.  
Here I studied German and Latin, theology, 
mathematics, astronomy, and history.  During 
this time, I became bored with my studies and 
wanted to find some adventure.  The recruiter for 
the local Landsknecht Fahnlein showed up at the 
university, this looked like the excitement I was 
looking for.  I signed my enlistment contract and 
was quickly put in the field. 
  I have fought in a couple minor border skir-
mishes between various German provinces.  I have also fought for the 

Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, in northern 
Spain, and the Spanish Netherlands. Most re-
cently, I have returned home after a long campaign 
in southern France, the Duchy of Milan, and The 
Papal States against Francis I of France.  I fought 
in the battles of La Bicocca (1522), Provence/
Marseille (1523), Pavia (1525), and finally the 
sack of Rome itself (1527).  Victorious and loaded 
with plunder, we started the march home with over 
12,000 men. By the time, we reached home we 
were down to about 5,000; the rest being lost to an 
outbreak of the plague that had started in Rome. I 
returned to find that many of my friends were 
gone; having been some of the tens of thousands 
killed during the German peasant revolts of the 
mid 1520's. Trouble is brewing again this time in 
the east.  Charles V has called for troops to repel 
the invasion of Hungary by the Turks under 
Suleiman I.  I am preparing to rejoin my Fahnlein 
and march off to war once again. 

Friderich Swartzwalder 

Diary of a Novice Land Agent, Part Two 
By Lord Alistair the Tall 

Photo submitted by Friderich Swartzwalder .  All rights reserved. 

Many moons ago (alright, Summer 2009) I wrote up an article 
describing the start of my first attempt at being a Pennsic Land 
Agent.  Life got in the way (like it does…) and the promised parts 
two and three never did get written.  After a gentle reminder from 
our beautiful Chronicler, I shall now write the conclusion. 

I had intended to write two more articles: one just before Pennsic, 
one after.  Instead, I’ll combine both into one article, mainly be-
cause the pre-Pennsic article would probably have been short! 

So, as the months passed since signing up Scholars Way, we had a 
trickle of pre-registrations come through.  In theory, a Land Agent 
should pre-approve everyone before they register, and should 
‘OK’ everyone when they register as well.  In practice, I knew 
everyone signing up, and didn’t have any worries of unknown 
registrants.  Such are the benefits of having a small camp!  As is 
normal for any SCA event, the pre-registrations flooded into the 
system in the last few weeks before the cutoff date.  Pre-
registration is important, as your camp size is determined by the 
number of pre-regged campers.  Is it any wonder why many Land 

Agents bug their campers about pre-regging so early? 

Once we hit the cutoff date, Land Agents receive their land as-
signments from the Pennsic Land Staff.  As expected, Scholars 
Way was put into Block N30, where we’ve been camping for the 
past four years.  We received our square footage, and shown the 
names and areas of the other groups on the same Block.  As ex-
pected, the usual crowd was back for another war. 

Now, having had the same groups at roughly the same size for 
several years, our Block has hashed out preferred placements.  As 
a novice, I had little pull in moving things around.  Since I liked 
our locations in previous years, it really didn’t matter!  One of the 
veteran Agents drew out a quick map of the block, it was revised 
a few times, and all agreed upon it. 

Finally, Pennsic arrived, and I travelled out on Friday, the night 
before Land Grab.  Land Grab is basically what it sounds like:  
Land Agents sign in with the Pennsic Land Staff, and then you go 
rope off your land.  There’s more to it, of course, but that’s the 
gist.      

Continued on the next page 
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Land Agents like to show up on Friday for a multitude of reasons, 
the main one being the lack of pressure for getting through the 
sign-in system.  An Agent basically has all night Friday to get 
signed in, and doesn’t have to worry about running back and 
forth to get land, and so on.  Not to mention getting through the 
lines!  Each group also tends to get together to hash out the 
planned map in real life on site.  While groups are not supposed 
to mark out borders before the Official Start of Land Grab, some 
groups do.   

Once Saturday Morning rolls around, the Agents meet the Staff at 
the barn, and Land Grab begins.  Each block gets an Official Map 
from Staff, and each camp area must be drawn on the Map for 
Staff.  The Map must also be signed by each Agent, showing you 
agree with it.  This required about an hour of measuring by sev-
eral Agents for our block, and we staked out the corners of each 
camp.  Once our block was drawn out, we signed the Map, and 
returned to the barn.  Land Staff OKs the Map, signs it them-
selves, and each Agent gets a ‘receipt’ that must be displayed by 
the camp entrance.  This not only proves the camp is there legally, 
but also shows the Land Agent in charge, if Staff must ever deal 
with problems.   

Within our Block, we start drawing out the camps at the southeast 
side, and work our way northwest.  The reason for this is our 
southeast border is a ditch, lined with bushes.  We get the south-
easterly camp set up, and then determine the rest of the camp 
borders from there.  This method leaves a swath of open space 
against the busy road that leads up to the parking lot, which gets 
used as single camper space, and gets all the camps away from 
the road dust.  Again, having had the same set of camps in our 
block for several years, this step was effectively pre-determined.  
An interesting discovery (for me) is that the Port-O-Castles are 

not fixed in place.  We shoved the Castles about 10 - 15 feet down 
the road to the corner of a camp, rather than directly in the mid-
dle of one border.  As a bonus footnote, the Castles were surpris-
ingly light! 

While our Block had no problems, others did.  Land Staff is em-
powered to step in as arbitrators in any disputes, and they can be 
judges as necessary.  If things go really sour, an entire camping 
group can be thrown out of Pennsic.  As I heard it, there were less 
than a dozen arbitrations, and of those, only one wasn’t solved 
peacefully.  The one Agent that got rowdy apparently backed 
down when the threat of expulsion was put on the table.  Consid-
ering that Pennsic routinely has several hundred camps, this is an 
incredible feat. 

A Land Agent is supposed to remain on Cooper’s Lake grounds 
for the duration of the war, as they are the official contact between 
a camp and Staff.  This went doubly for me, as I’d be the only one 
staying in our camp for Week One.  However, Staff only comes by 
if there is a problem, meaning a Land Agent isn’t restricted to 
staying in camp for two weeks!   

At this point, my job as Land Agent was just about done.  Our 
camp had a location, camp borders were established, and I had 
my little official stamped card that said Scholars Way was A-OK 
for Pennsic 2009. 

At this point, my job as Land Agent was just about done.  Our 
camp had a location, camp borders were established, and I had 
my little official stamped card that said Scholars Way was A-OK 
for Pennsic 2009. 

Diary of a Novice Land Agent, Part Two … Continued from page 10 
 



Sign up for the Blak Rose 
Forum: 

http://www.blakrose.org/foru
m/index.php 

Check out our online quar-
terly newsletter, “The 

Thorn,” on our website. 

A free paper copy of the 
newsletter can be mailed 

upon request.  Please contact 
the Chronicler (see list). 

Newsletter Deadlines: 

The next newsletter will be 
published on July 2, 2010.  
Submissions deadline is  

June 23, 2010. 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.blakrose.org 

The Officers of the Shire 

Seneschal:                                                       
Pani Magdalena Gdanska (Daria Hayman)   
(717) 564-3056 (no calls after 9pm)               
seneschal@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Deputy Seneschal(s):                                               
Herr Johann Lederer (Dennis Heisey)                       
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh)  

Chatelain:                                                   
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh) 
(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)             
castellan@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Deputy Chatelain: Lord Orrin the Scop (Alan Mur-
doch)                   

Exchequer:                                                    
Lord Alistair the Tall (Nathan Crowther)                                         
(717) 763-7838 (no calls after 9pm)                
exchequer@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Chancellor Minor:                                        
Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Melissa Owens)    
(717) 561-1722 (no calls after 9pm)             
gwenfrewy78@hotmail.com 

Librarian:                                                      
Lord Orrin the Scop (Alan Murdoch)              
(717)576-9038                                                 
librarian@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

 

 

Chronicler:                                                     
Lady Lucrezia Spinelli (Melissa Crowther)                     
(717) 763-7838 (no calls after 9pm)           
chronicler@blakrose.eastkingdom.org   

Deputy Chronicler:  Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog 
(Melissa Owens)    

Minister of Arts and Sciences:                                                                     
Herr Johann Lederer (Dennis Heisey)                    
moas@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Deputy A&S: Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Melissa 
Owens) 

Herald:                                                       
Eleazar ha-Levi (Lew Wolkoff)                      
herald@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 
Deputy Herald:  Lady Alana O’Keeve (Rachel 
Wright) 

Web Minister:                                                
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh) 
(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)            
webminister@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Archery Marshal:  Lady Alana O’Keeve 
(Rachel Wright) archery@blakrose.org 

Mistress of the Lists:  Keterlyn der Wilde(Lynn        
Johnson-Bubb)   

 

This is the Spring 2010 issue of The Thorn, a publication of the Shire of Blak Rose of the Society of Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.).  The 
Thorn is available from Melissa Crowther, 117 Lighthouse Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA., 17050.  It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and 
does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies.  The Thorn is available as a no fee online-quarterly publication at www.blakrose.org .  A paper copy is avail-
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piece.  Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.  

Art/Map Credits:  clip art from Godecookery.com, www.blakrose.com, retrokat.com and Dover Publications, Inc.; Viking clipart (on pgs. 1& 7) by 
Jessica and Cindy Hanwell (2010); Sun frame clip art (on pg. 9) by Tracey Hanwell (2010); Map from Mapquest2009.  All Rights Reserved. 

What is the Shire of Blak Rose? 
The Shire of Blak Rose consists of medieval and renaissance re-enactors 
who are spread across Central PA in Perry, Cumberland, and Dauphin 
counties. We are active members of a not-for-profit worldwide educa-
tional organization known as the Society for Creative Anachronisms, Inc. 
(SCA, Inc.).  The SCA is devoted to recreating the arts, sciences, skills, 
and warfare of pre-seventeenth century European culture.  For further 
information on the SCA, please check out the webpage at www.sca.org, 
or contact a local officer.  For a listing of local events, please visit the 
East Kingdom of the SCA webpage at www.eastkingdom.org.      


